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                                                    NOTICE OF PENDIN ORDINANCE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

 
that at a meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on June 22, 2026 there 
was introduced and read for the first time, and passed on such first reading, an ordinance, a true 
copy whereof is printed below and that said Council did then and there fix the regular meeting 
of said Council to be held on July 13, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may 
be heard, and the North Plainfield Borough Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North 
Plainfield, New Jersey or via Zoom as the place when and where said ordinance will be further 
considered for final passage, at which time and place, or at any time and place to which such 
meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all persons interested will be given an opportunity 
to be heard concerning such ordinance. 

 
The said ordinance as introduced and passed on first reading as aforesaid is in the following words 
and figures: 

BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD 
263 SOMERSET STREET 

NORTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07060-4846 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-12 
 

AN ORDINANCE OPPOSING UNLAWFUL ENFORCEMENT TACTICS UTILIZED BY 
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (“ICE”), U.S. CUSTOMS AND 
BORDER PROTECTION (“CBP”) AND ANY OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY IN 
CONDUCTING CIVIL IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES, AND 
PROHIBITING ICE, CBP AND OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES FROM USING BOROUGH 
OF NORTH PLAINFIELD PROPERTY FOR CONDUCTING CIVIL IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-1 and N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the governing body of a municipality 

may make, amend, repeal and enforce such other ordinances, regula�ons, rules and by-laws not contrary 
to the laws of this State or of the United States, as it may deem necessary and proper for the good of 
government, order and protec�on of person and property and for the preserva�on of the public health, 
safety and welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants and as may be necessary to carry into effect the 
powers and du�es conferred and imposed by this sub�tle, or by any other law; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is a diverse and welcoming community whose strength depends on the 
safety, trust, and par�cipa�on of all residents, regardless of immigra�on status; and, 

 

WHEREAS, immigrant families have helped build the Borough’s neighborhoods, economy, culture, 
and civic life; and, 
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WHEREAS, the Borough is commited to advancing racial and ethnic equity, transparency, 
accountability, and public trust in government ins�tu�ons; and,  

 

WHEREAS, effec�ve local governance and public safety depend on trust between municipal 
agencies and the communi�es they serve, and entanglement in civil immigra�on enforcement undermines 
that trust and discourages residents from accessing Borough services or coopera�ng with local authori�es; 
and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough advocates for enforcement prac�ces that uphold civil liber�es, human 
dignity, and transparency for all residents, regardless of immigra�on status; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Courts have long recognized the authority of municipali�es to control access to and 
use of their own property and resources, provided that such policies do not obstruct federal law; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Borough-owned and Borough-controlled land, property, spaces, facili�es, equipment, 
and resources exist to serve municipal purposes and the residents of the Borough, not to facilitate federal 
civil immigra�on enforcement; and, 

 

WHEREAS, federal immigra�on authori�es have recently used municipal and publicly owned land, 
including parks, parking lots, public works yards, and other government facili�es, as staging areas, 
processing sites, and opera�onal bases for civil immigra�on enforcement in several municipali�es without 
local authoriza�on; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield have determined 
that the use of Borough property or resources for immigra�on enforcement opera�ons risks entangling 
the Borough in federal immigra�on ac�vity, undermining community trust, and diver�ng municipal 
resources from local priori�es. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, 
County of Somerset, State of New Jersey as follows: 

Sec�on 1. Prohibi�ng the Use of Borough-Owned Property for Immigra�on Enforcement. 

A. No park, parking lot, vacant lot, or garage owned and controlled by the Borough shall be used 
as a staging area, processing loca�on, or opera�ons base by federal immigra�on authori�es. 
“Staging area” means an area that is used to assemble mobilize, and deploy vehicles, 
equipment, or materials, and related personnel, for the purpose of carrying out immigra�on 
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enforcement opera�ons. 

B. The Borough Administrator shall iden�fy any and all parks, parking lots, vacant lots, or garages 
owned and controlled by the Borough that are likely to be used in the future as a staging area, 
processing loca�on, or opera�ons base for the purpose of immigra�on enforcement. The 
Borough Administrator shall ensure that all such proper�es are posted with clear signage 
sta�ng: “This property is owned and controlled by the Borough of North Plainfield. The 
Borough of North Plainfield does not authorize this property to be used, and it may not be 
used, by any federal, state, or local government en�ty or personnel as a staging area, 
processing loca�on, opera�ons base, or any other similar use for immigra�on enforcement 
opera�ons.” 

C. Borough Departments shall develop the procedures necessary to implement this Ordinance. 
These implemen�ng procedures shall provide that any Borough employee who becomes 
aware of the atempted or actual use of Borough-owned and controlled property as a staging 
area, processing loca�on, or opera�ons base for immigra�on enforcement shall immediately 
report same to their supervisor, who shall immediately report same to the Borough 
Administrator. 

Sec�on 2. Community Outreach. 

A. Each Department is hereby authorized and directed to coordinate with the Borough 
Administrator to provide community outreach to Borough residents so they are aware of their 
basic rights in dealing with federal immigra�on authori�es. This may include the following: 
 
1. Coordina�on and coopera�on with immigrant-serving organiza�ons to conduct know-

your-rights outreach for Borough residents. Such outreach may include, but is not limited 
to, mul�lingual educa�onal materials, community workshops, and digital resources 
designed to inform residents of their legal rights and available resources; 
 

2. Iden�fying referral pathways to accredited and trustworthy immigra�on assistance, 
including legal assistance; 

 
3. Distribu�on of State-developed know-your-rights informa�on through Borough social 

media and the Borough website; 
 
4. Providing training for Borough employees regarding protocols for interac�ons with federal 

immigra�on authori�es. Such training may include, but not be limited to, the following: 
 

a. the limits of federal immigra�on authority, including, but not limited to, the 
dis�nc�on between judicial warrants and administra�ve warrants; 
 

b. protocols for responding to requests by federal immigra�on authori�es to access 
Borough property or resources; 

 
c. protocols for de-escala�on and repor�ng if federal immigra�on authori�es exceed or 

misstate legal authority; and, 
 

d. procedures for responding when a Borough resident, employee, or member of the 
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public is subject to an immigra�on deten�on arrest or removal ac�on. 
 

Sec�on 3. General provisions. 
 

A. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to prevent Borough employees from complying 
with a lawful judicial warrant or to obstruct federal immigra�on ac�vi�es conducted 
independently of Borough property, personnel, and resources.  
 

B. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to prohibit or in any way restrict any ac�on where 
the prohibi�on or restric�on would be contrary to federal law, subpoena, valid court order, 
judicial warrant, or contract requirement. 
 

C. All Borough Departments and employees shall fully abide by this Ordinance. 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of 

Somerset, State of New Jersey that if any word, sec�on, paragraph, subsec�on, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdic�on to be invalid, such adjudica�on shall only 
apply to the word, sec�on, paragraph, subsec�on, clause or provision so adjudicated and the remainder 
of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effec�ve; and, 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, 
State of New Jersey that if any word, sec�on, paragraph, subsec�on, clause or provision of this Ordinance 
shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdic�on to be invalid, such adjudica�on shall only apply to 
the word, sec�on, paragraph, subsec�on, clause or provision so adjudicated and the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effec�ve; and, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect, a�er 

final passage, twenty (20) days following ac�on or inac�on by the Mayor as provided by law or 
an override of a mayoral veto by the Council, whichever is applicable and publica�on in 
accordance with law, unless a Resolu�on is adopted, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-181(b), declaring 
an emergency and providing that this Ordinance shall take effect at an earlier date. 

Copies of the full Ordinance are on file with the Borough Clerk of the Borough of North 
Plainfield in the Municipal Building, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey. 
Copies may be obtained upon request and a copy is posted on the Bulletin Board in the 
Municipal Building reserved for such purpose. 

    
   Michele Irby-Garry 
   Borough Clerk 
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