
Published June 23, 2026 
 

                                                    NOTICE OF PENDIN ORDINANCE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

 
that at a meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on June 22, 2026 there 
was introduced and read for the first time, and passed on such first reading, an ordinance, a true 
copy whereof is printed below and that said Council did then and there fix the regular meeting 
of said Council to be held on July 13, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may 
be heard, and the North Plainfield Borough Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North 
Plainfield, New Jersey or via Zoom as the place when and where said ordinance will be further 
considered for final passage, at which time and place, or at any time and place to which such 
meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all persons interested will be given an opportunity 
to be heard concerning such ordinance. 

 
The said ordinance as introduced and passed on first reading as aforesaid is in the following words 
and figures: 

BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD 
263 SOMERSET STREET 

NORTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07060-4846 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-10 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AMENDING, REVISING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 22, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” MORE SPECIFICALLY § 
22-115 ENTITLED “GENERAL PROVISIONS”, TO ADD A NEW §22-115.34 ENTITLED “DATA 
CENTERS”. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-1 and N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the governing body of a municipality 
may make, amend, repeal and enforce such other ordinances, regula�ons, rules and by-laws not contrary 
to the laws of this State or of the United States, as it may deem necessary and proper for the good of 
government, order and protec�on of person and property and for the preserva�on of the public health, 
safety and welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants and as may be necessary to carry into effect the 
powers and du�es conferred and imposed by this sub�tle, or by any other law; and, 

 

WHEREAS, data centers cons�tute an intense industrial-scale land use characterized by extremely 
high electricity demand (o�en hundreds of megawats), significant water consump�on for cooling, 
substan�al noise from mechanical equipment and generators, poten�al air quality impacts, grid strain, 
and traffic associated with construc�on and opera�ons; and, 

WHEREAS, such characteris�cs are generally incompa�ble with the Borough’s zoning districts and 
long-term planning objec�ves; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield believe that it is 
necessary to prohibit data centers within any zone in the Borough for the protec�on of vital environmental 
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resources and the maintenance of adequate infrastructure, as well as for the preserva�on of the quality 
of life for the Borough’s residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, 
County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Chapter 22, en�tled “Land Development,” more specifically 
§22-115, en�tled “General Provisions,” is hereby amended, revised and supplemented to add a new §22-
115.34 en�tled “Data Centers”, which shall read as follows: 

Sec�on 1. Defini�ons. 

 DATA CENTER - Any facility, building, structure, or por�on thereof (including any accessory 
structures, equipment, or infrastructure) commonly known as a data center, internet data 
center, cloud compu�ng facility, server farm, coloca�on facility, or any func�onally equivalent 
use, that is primarily used for the storage, processing, management, transmission, or 
maintenance of digital or electronic data. Such facili�es typically include computer servers, 
networking equipment, data storage systems, redundant or backup power supplies (including 
generators and substa�ons), cooling systems (such as chillers and cooling towers), 
environmental controls, fire suppression systems, and security infrastructure. This defini�on 
includes facili�es suppor�ng cloud compu�ng, ar�ficial intelligence, cryptocurrency mining, 
blockchain opera�ons, video streaming, or other high-intensity data processing ac�vi�es, 
regardless of the specific name applied to the use. 
 

Sec�on 2. Data Centers Prohibited. 
 

Data Centers are hereby prohibited within any zone in the Borough. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of 
Somerset, State of New Jersey that if any word, sec�on, paragraph, subsec�on, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdic�on to be invalid, such adjudica�on shall only 
apply to the word, sec�on, paragraph, subsec�on, clause or provision so adjudicated and the remainder 
of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effec�ve; and, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect, a�er 

final passage, twenty (20) days following ac�on or inac�on by the Mayor as provided by law or 
an override of a mayoral veto by the Council, whichever is applicable and publica�on in 
accordance with law, unless a Resolu�on is adopted, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-181(b), declaring 
an emergency and providing that this Ordinance shall take effect at an earlier date. 

Copies of the full Ordinance are on file with the Borough Clerk of the Borough of North 
Plainfield in the Municipal Building, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey. 
Copies may be obtained upon request and a copy is posted on the Bulletin Board in the 
Municipal Building reserved for such purpose. 

    
   Michele Irby-Garry 
   Borough Clerk 
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