
Borough of North Plainfield 
263 Somerset Street - North Plainfield, NJ 07060 - 908-769-2910 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE FOR DEALERS  
OF PRECIOUS METALS, GEMS AND SECONDHAND GOODS 

Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Person, Partnership, Corpora�on, or other En�ty) 

Applicant’s SSN: _________________________    Date of Birth: ________________________   Age:__________ 

Residen�al Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________________ Cell: ___________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Are you a U.S. Ci�zen? ______    Have you been convicted of a crime? ______    Date of Convic�on: _______________ 

Place of Convic�on: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Addresses of other businesses: ________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR A CORPORATION, PARTNERSHIP OR LIMITED PARTNERSHIP APPLICANTS, LIST THE FOLLOWING FOR EACH PERSON 
HAVING MORE THAN 10% INTEREST:  

1) Name & Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

SSN: _____________________________ Date of Birth: _________________   Age: ______________ 

2) Name & Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

SN: _____________________________   Date of Birth: _________________   Age: ______________ 

3) Name & Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

SN: _____________________________   Date of Birth: _________________   Age: ______________ 

 ____________________________________   Date: ____________________                Fee: $300.00 per year
 (Applicant Signature) 

         Office Use Only 

   Date rec’d: ____________    Fingerprints submited: _______   Date approved: ___________ 

 ___________________________________________ ______________________________________________ 
    Borough Clerk    Police Chief or Designee 



Chapter 3. Police Regula�ons 
§ 3-16. DEALERS OF PRECIOUS METALS, GEMS AND SECONDHAND GOODS. 
 
§ 3-16.3. Applica�on and Issuance of License. 
 
[Ord. No. 2015-03] 
a.   Ini�al License Applica�on Process. 
Every dealer intending on conduc�ng business with the jurisdic�on of the Borough of North Plainfield shall first 
make applica�on to the Borough Clerk and shall set forth the name and address of dealer, his or her age, 
whether or not he or she is a ci�zen of the United States and whether or not he or she has been convicted of a 
crime, the place of convic�on, and the date thereof. 

A dealer of precious metals, gems or gemstones or secondhand goods shall, prior to buying, atemp�ng to buy 
or offering to buy shall be required to be fingerprinted and shall consent to an inves�ga�on of the applicant's 
moral character and business responsibility as deemed necessary, by the North Plainfield Borough Police 
Department, for the protec�on of the public welfare.  In the event that the dealer is a business en�ty other than 
a sole proprietorship, the officers in a corpora�on or the partners in a partnership, or limited partnership, shall 
be deemed to be the applicant(s) who shall be fingerprinted and inves�gated in accordance with this sec�on. 

Upon ini�al applica�on to the Borough Clerk, each dealer shall be provided with an applica�on prescribed by the 
North Plainfield Borough Police Department and shall provide the following informa�on on said applica�on: 
 1.   Name and address of dealer; 
 2.   Address from which dealer shall conduct business; 
 3.   Copy of valid zoning and/or construc�on permits from the Borough of North Plainfield; 
 4.   Proof that dealer has obtained computer equipment and so�ware required in Subsec�on 3-16.6 of this 
 sec�on for purposes of repor�ng all transac�on data in electronic format to the North Plainfield  Borough 
 Police Department. 
 
b.   Con�ngency.  
Upon comple�on of the inves�ga�on, the Chief of Police shall either approve or deny the license based upon the 
results of the North Plainfield Borough Police Department inves�ga�on.  No license shall be issued without the 
approval of the Chief of Police or his or her designee. 
 
c.   Renewal. 
All renewal applica�ons are to be received in the Borough Clerk's office no later than January 10 of each year.  
In the event that the Dealer is a business en�ty other than a sole proprietorship, if the business en�ty took on a 
new officer(s) or partner(s) within the preceding year, the new officer(s)/partner(s) shall be deemed to be the 
applicant(s)who shall be fingerprinted and inves�gated in accordance with Paragraph a above, Ini�al License 
Applica�on Process. 

In the event a Dealer fails to file a Renewal applica�on by January 31st of each year, the Dealer (applicant) will 
be assessed a $50 penalty. 

In the event a Dealer fails to file a Renewal applica�on a�er January 31 and a�er receiving no�ce by the North 
Plainfield Borough Police Department and given 10 business days to file such Renewal applica�on, the Dealer 
license may be revoked following the process as outlined in Subsec�on 3-16.5 set forth below. 
 
§ 3-16.4. License Fees; Nontransferability. 
 
[Ord. No. 2015-03] 
a.   Each applica�on for a dealer of secondhand goods license shall be accompanied by an annual fee of $300 
payable to the Borough Clerk by January 10 annually. 
 
b.   A license issued under the provisions of this sec�on shall not be transferable and shall terminate on 
December 31 of the year in which said license is issued. 
 
c.   No license fee shall be prorated. 
 



 
§ 3-16.5. Revoca�on of License. 
 
[Ord. No. 2015-03] 
a.   Licenses issued under the provisions of this sec�on may be revoked by the Chief of Police a�er a hearing 
upon no�ce to the applicant for any of the following causes: 
    1.   Fraud, misrepresenta�on, or false statement contained in the applica�on for license; 
 2.   Fraud, misrepresenta�on, or false statement made in the course of carrying on the business of 
 purchasing secondhand precious metals, gems and/or jewelry; 
 3.   Any viola�on of this sec�on; 
 4.   Convic�on of any crime or disorderly persons offense involving moral turpitude; and/or 
 5.   Conduc�ng the business of solici�ng or canvassing in an unlawful manner or in such a manner as to 
 cons�tute a breach of the peace or to cons�tute a menace to the health, safety or general welfare of the 
 public. 
 b.   No�ce of the hearing for revoca�on of a license shall be given in wri�ng, se�ng forth specifically the 
 grounds of complaint and the �me and place of hearing.  Such no�ce shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to 
 the licensee at his last known address at least five calendar days prior to the date set for the hearing. 
 
§ 3-16.6. Dealers' Responsibili�es, Requirements and Record Keeping. 
 
[Ord. No. 2015-03] 
Every dealer within the Borough of North Plainfield shall, upon the purchase of any precious metals, or 
secondhand goods from the public, be required to do as follows: 
 
a.   Record on a numbered receipt the name, address and telephone number of the purchaser; the name, 
address and telephone number of the seller or sellers; the �me and date of the transac�on; the net weight in 
terms of pounds Troy, pennyweight (Troy) or kilograms/grams of the precious metals; fineness in terms of karats 
for gold, and sterling or coin for silver, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 51:5-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 51:6-1 et seq.  This 
informa�on is to be documented through use of an electronic database so�ware system as designated by the 
Chief of Police.  These records shall be subject to the inspec�on of any sworn police officer of the State of New 
Jersey. 
 
b.   Through the use of applicably required computer equipment, and using the electronic format approved by 
the Chief of Police, enter all transac�ons into the electronic database within 24 hours from the date of purchase. 
The informa�on entered will contain the informa�on in paragraph a. above, plus the following: 
  1.   A physical descrip�on of the seller; 
 2.   The receipt number; 
 3.   A full descrip�on of the item or items purchased, including but not limited to, marks, numbers, dates, 
 sizes, shapes, ini�als, monograms and serial numbers. 
 4.   The price paid for the item; 
 5.   The form must be signed by the seller; 
 6.   The form must be legibly ini�aled by the clerk or the dealer who made the transac�on so as to readily 
 iden�fy that individual; 
    7.   A color photograph or color image of the seller's presented iden�fica�on; 
   8.   A color photograph or color image of all items sold.  When photographing or imaging, all items must be 
 posi�oned in a manner that makes them readily and easily iden�fiable. 
 9.   Items should not be grouped together when photographing or imaging; each item will have its own 
 color photograph or color image. 
 
c.   The precious metals are to be made available for inspec�on by the Chief of Police of the Borough of North 
Plainfield for a period of 10 calendar days from the date the informa�on required above is received by the Chief 
of Police on the approved form.  The precious metals shall remain in the same condi�on as when purchased and 
shall not be changed, modified, melted or disposed of by the purchaser un�l the 10 calendar day period has 
expired.  During this10 calendar day period, the precious metals shall be placed in public view at the purchaser's 
place of business. 



 
d.   In the event of a database failure, or a dealer's computer equipment malfunc�on, all transac�on informa�on 
is required to be submited on paper forms approved by the Chief of Police.  In the event that paper forms are 
used, the dealer is responsible to enter all transac�on informa�on into the database as soon as possible upon 
the dealer's equipment being repaired or replaced, or the database coming back into service.  Failure by the 
dealer to properly maintain computer equipment in a reasonable fashion, or failure by the dealer to replace 
faulty computer equipment, may result in the dealer being cited for a viola�on of this sec�on and subsequently 
be subject to the penal�es for doing so. 
 
e.   Dealer payment to the sellers in cash shall be limited to two transac�ons during a seven calendar day period 
for the same seller.  The seven calendar day period will commence on the day of the first transac�on and end 
seven calendar days a�er the transac�on (i.e., if transac�on #1 occurs on Monday, the seven day period ends on 
Sunday).  Furthermore, no cash payments shall be made to the same sellers who make more than five 
transac�ons in any given 30 calendar day period.  Sellers making transac�ons over the number of prescribed 
weekly and monthly periods will be paid by the dealer by means of a bank check drawn from the dealer's 
business account. 
 
f.   It shall be the requisite duty of every dealer, and of every person in the dealer's employ, to admit to the 
premises during business hours any sworn police officer of the State of New Jersey to examine any database, 
book, ledger, or any other record on the premises rela�ng to the purchase of precious metals from the public, as 
well as the ar�cles purchased or received, and to take possession of any ar�cle known by the police officer to be 
missing or to have been stolen, or where the police officer has probable cause to believe the ar�cle is missing or 
stolen. 
 
§ 3-16.7. Non-applicability. 
 
[Ord. No. 2015-03] 
This sec�on shall not apply to purchases made by jewelers or other dealers from wholesalers or other suppliers, 
but shall only apply to those purchases made from the public or other retail purchases.  The dealer shall keep 
records of all wholesale purchases for a period of five years from the date of such purchase, which records shall 
be opened to inves�ga�on by the North Plainfield Borough Police Department. 
 
§ 3-16.8. Purchases from Minors. 
 
[Ord. No. 2015-03] 
No dealer within the Borough of North Plainfield shall purchase any precious metals from any person under the 
age of 18years. 
 
§ 3-16.9. Viola�ons and Penal�es. 
 
[Ord. No. 2015-03] 
Viola�ons of any provision of this sec�on shall, upon convic�on thereof, be punished by a minimum fine of $100 
or a maximum of $2,000 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 90 days or by a period of community 
service not exceeding 90 days or a combina�on of the penal�es.  Each and every viola�on shall be considered a 
separate viola�on.  Every day that a viola�on con�nues shall be a separate viola�on.  Each viola�on shall result 
in an addi�onal 10 calendar day suspension.  Any person who is convicted of viola�ng the provisions of this 
sec�on within one year of the date of a previous viola�on and who was fined for the previous viola�on may be 
sentenced by the Court to an addi�onal fine as a repeat offender.  The addi�onal fine imposed as a repeat 
offender shall not be less than the minimum or exceed the maximum fine provided herein, and same shall be 
calculated separately from the fine imposed for the viola�on of this sec�on. 
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